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This Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer (LGBTQ) Oral History Project began as a key 
component of a cross-listed Boise State University course, Intro to LGBTQ Studies (GEN 380, 
HIS 381, SOC 497). Dr. Riley Caldwell-O’Keefe taught the course and designed the project as 
an interactive learning tool to help students understand LGBTQ history, with special emphasis 
on Idaho history, and the impacts of this history on local individuals. In addition to this history 
and context, students learned interviewing techniques throughout the semester. We discussed 
ethical considerations and obtained Institutional Review Board (IRB) approval for the project. 
Throughout the process, we worked with Boise State Special Collections and Archives librarians, 
Alan Virta and Cheryl Oestreicher. The culmination and digital release of the collection would 
have been impossible without them. We are thrilled and honored to offer these first-person 
insights which help provide a more well-rounded and comprehensive story of Idaho history. 
 
Name: Steve Martin 
 
Biography: Steve Martin was born in California in 1966. He moved to Caldwell for high school. 
He self-identifies as a gay man and came out twice, at ages 23 and 26. In the mid- to late-1990s, 
Martin became involved in LGBTQ activities and organizations. Preferring the word "advocate" 
over "activist," he was part of The Community Center, and Your Family, Friends and Neighbors. 
He discusses plays and activities of Spontaneous Productions, a gay community theatre group. 
He works for the Pride Foundation. 
 
Keywords: Catholic, gay marriage, Matthew Shepard, Don't Ask Don't Tell, The Community 
Center, Spontaneous Productions, Your Family Friends and Neighbors, gay theater, human 
rights, gender equality, The Balcony, Triangle, Bar Gernika, Flying M Cafe 
 
Interview date: November 28, 2011 
Interviewed by: James Gravatt 
Interview Duration: 1:04:44 
City: Boise 
 
Time Notation:  
0:00:00 Intro/ gender and sexuality 
0:00:15 Birthplace and time 
0:00:25 Family 
0:02:35 Growing up and his community 
0:04:35 Coming out to self 
0:05:50 Coming out twice 
0:09:35 Moving from California to Idaho 
0:12:10 Steve’s first interactions with the gay community 
0:13:20 Role models 
0:16:00 Beginning involvement in the gay community; his involvement today 
0:18:45 Inspiration to advocacy work 
0:22:00 Challenges to role as an advocate 
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0:25:25 Moments that inspire Steve forward 
0:27:30 First love/Jim (his partner) 
0:30:15 First meeting Jim and the evolution of their relationship 
0:33:40 Steve and Jim’s advocacy work together 
0:36:05 Steve’s work with Spontaneous Productions 
0:38:20 Personal resonance with plays; Matthew Shepard 
0:41:10 Community reactions 
0:43:30 Commitment ceremony 
0:45:45 Ups and downs of relationship with Jim 
0:48:55 First involvement with Pride Foundation 
0:53:20 Most inspirational moments while working with Pride 
0:57:00 Spirituality 
0:58:30 How spirituality plays into work 
1:00:00 Advice to today’s youth 
1:00:50 Where does Steve feel most comfortable in Boise? 
1:02:50 Where does Steve feel uncomfortable in Boise? 
 
